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          1                       (Whereupon, the proceeding began

          2                       at approximately 9:05 a.m.)

          3             MR. VOIGT:  All right.  The hearing is now called

          4   to order.

          5             Mr. Aversa will address the Commission.

          6             MR. AVERSA:  Good morning, Commissioners, Deputy

          7   Commissioner.

          8             We're here today to request approval of polling

          9   place changes that were recommended by the plaintiffs in a

         10   third party in a lawsuit that the City settled about four

         11   years ago, five years ago, called Kerrigan.

         12             The issue in that lawsuit was handicapped

         13   accessibility of the polling places in the city.

         14             Certain polling places we're able to make

         15   handicapped accessible through, what we call temporary

         16   modifications, putting ramps in place or propping doors

         17   open.  Other locations we're unable to make accessible

         18   through those temporary modifications, and those polling

         19   places are the subject of these relocation requests today.

         20             So, again, the purpose of these relocation

         21   requests is to move the polling places from a handicapped

         22   inaccessible location to an accessible location.

         23             And that is something that the City is obligated

         24   to do pursuant to the settlement agreement in that case
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          1   which was approved by the Federal District Court here in

          2   Philadelphia.  As I said, the settlement was actually

          3   approved back in 2009.

          4             MR. VOIGT:  The first matter.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first matter is the 21st

          6   Ward; 23rd Division, moving the polling place from 2967 West

          7   School House Lane, Alden Park Manor, to 3120 West School

          8   House Lane, Philadelphia University, Downs Auditorium.

          9             The reason is handicapped accessibility due to

         10   steps.

         11             And the Democratic ward leader is here to speak on

         12   that matter.

         13             MR. AGRE:  Good morning, Commissioners.  My name

         14   is Louis Agre.  I am the Democratic ward leader of the 21st

         15   Ward and a member of the bar.

         16             The problem is, you are moving a polling place, or

         17   proposing to move a polling place, from a place where

         18   everybody lives to a place where nobody lives.

         19             This is a division that has some private homes,

         20   small homes.  This is where Arlen Spector used to live in

         21   this division, and major, major apartment buildings.  Alden

         22   Park Manor, which I think is about five buildings, there is

         23   one next door named Kennilworth that has huge buildings, and

         24   then there is another small apartment on Wissahickon Avenue
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          1   that probably has one building.

          2             The attempt to move this into Philadelphia

          3   University, which, I don't know if there is any parking, I

          4   don't know if it is accessible.  And on May 21st, I would

          5   assume that nobody is even going to be there, and there is

          6   no voters in that place, that you are really

          7   disenfranchising many, many voters in order to enfranchise

          8   maybe some, maybe none; that's number one.

          9             Number two is, and this is another concern of mine

         10   especially is, that there are labor problems now occurring

         11   at Philadelphia University with the Guards Union.

         12             If there is a picket line you're going to

         13   disenfranchise many people, including the ward leader, who

         14   will not cross to check on the polling place.  And if there

         15   is a -- unless these labor problems could be settled by

         16   then, which it does not look like they will be, there could

         17   be a picket line, as there has been lately, at Philadelphia

         18   University.

         19             So, what we have here is a -- moving a polling

         20   place where many, many people live to a polling place where

         21   nobody lives disenfranchising that hundred -- I think it is

         22   the second or third biggest division in the ward.  So if

         23   you're disenfranchising, I would guess, about 800 to 1000

         24   people at this time.
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          1             Plus, if there is a picket line maybe the

          2   polling -- maybe the machines don't even get delivered.  I

          3   don't know.

          4             But I will not cross, other people do not cross

          5   picket lines, and this will disenfranchise many people.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would motion that we take

          7   the polling place move under advisement and look into it a

          8   little bit further; if that's okay?

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second it.

         10             Okay.  We'll take it under advisement.

         11             MR. AGRE:  Thank you, Commissioners.

         12             MR. AVERSA:  Commissioners, if I may put something

         13   on the record.

         14             The reason for this polling place move is, that

         15   the current polling place location is inaccessible for the

         16   reason that it has two steps leading up into the location.

         17   You cannot ramp that area to make it accessible on a voting

         18   day, Election Day, by placing a ramp there.

         19             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And the division is more

         20   than just that building; right?

         21             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Right.

         23             MR. AGRE:  I think there's five.

         24             But, you know, it's the one right on Chelten
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          1   Avenue that ends at Wissahickon, School House Lane and

          2   Wissahickon.  Huge complex.

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Um-hum.

          4             MR. AGRE:  Plus there's two buildings, two

          5   apartments.  One on the bottom below Wissahickon and one

          6   towards Henry Avenue on School House Lane.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  How long have they been voting in

          9   that division at that same polling places?

         10             MR. AGRE:  As long as I've been the ward leader,

         11   which is, what; 10 or 11 years, you know.  I don't really

         12   know before that.  Longer.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Longer.

         14             MR. AGRE:  As long as Fred has known me.  Before

         15   they built the building.

         16             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  And that's --

         17             MR. AGRE:  The 22nd Amendment.

         18             When did they let women -- what was that, the 22nd

         19   Amendment, that was the first time they moved it.

         20             MR. FERRIS:  All right. the next one is for the

         21   21st Ward; 28th Division, moving the polling place from 6247

         22   Ridge Avenue, the Roxborough Library, to 6400 Ridge Avenue,

         23   the Roxborough High School.

         24             The reason is handicapped accessibility.
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          1             And the Democratic ward leader is here to speak on

          2   that matter.

          3             MR. AGRE:  This is my polling place.  At first I

          4   thought that this was because the entrance wasn't wide

          5   enough.  And I measured it this morning.  It was 35 inches,

          6   and I think that is wide enough.

          7             There are handicapped people, I think the kid

          8   moved, but there was a guy in a wheelchair that voted every

          9   time there, never had a problem.  His name was -- his last

         10   name was Rush, he lived on Leverington Avenue, his father's

         11   named was Phil, I forget the kid's name.  I think he moved

         12   to independent living.

         13             There has never been a problem there.

         14             But I have to tell you honestly the more that I

         15   think about it, I would like to have a division in a -- I

         16   would like to have a polling place in the division.  So I

         17   think it is moved.

         18             But I'm not -- the problem with this is, if it

         19   rains I got to stand in the rain, which is my problem.

         20   There is no cover here, you know.  And I stood out there in

         21   the rain for hours.  But that's just me.

         22             But if it gets moved it's not really going to make

         23   me crazy.

         24             I think Gary did this as a joke because he knows
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          1   the committee person from the other division is -- he just

          2   wants to put me with her for 13 hours just to torture me.

          3             Anyway, you know, I just asked -- and this

          4   happened in the last election, I don't think that there is

          5   adequate notice to people that the polling place is changed,

          6   because I went when they changed 21;29 from -- where was it?

          7             MR. FERRIS:  Parker Pub.

          8             MR. AGRE:  Parker Pub to the Salvation Army.  I

          9   knocked on doors in that division for the 2012 Presidential

         10   Election.

         11             Many, many, many people did not know that it had

         12   been changed.  In fact, including Jamie Fleet, who was Bob

         13   Brady's assistant.  And he didn't know that it had been

         14   changed.

         15             So, I had to go get my apprentice from my union to

         16   hand bill the neighborhood, you know.  We probably only hand

         17   billed the Democratic voters.

         18             But, you know, we have to be selective.  Printing

         19   is expensive, no offense, Commissioner Schmidt.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  We did something a little

         21   extra in that election, also, because the expectation was

         22   that the turnout would be so high.  We sent out postcards to

         23   every registered voter in every division in the city where a

         24   polling place was moved to let them know.
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          1             But I'm sure postcards, just like any other kind

          2   of advertising, you have to hit repeatedly.  And the

          3   resources were that we could only send out one to notify

          4   everybody.

          5             MR. AGRE:  And the other thing is, I ask to make

          6   sure, that if you do change polling place there is a sign

          7   placed, because I was running around putting up signs in

          8   2008 and 2012.

          9             And I know a lot of it is that people haven't

         10   voted in three years, in four years, and if something had

         11   been changed, like the rec had been changed two or three

         12   years ago and people were still going to the rec.  Not the

         13   voters that voted in this election, but the voters that vote

         14   only in Presidential Elections.

         15             But I ask that there be better publicity done this

         16   time than there was last time if people are going to move.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I have a quick question.

         18   So, it's moving out of a library into a high school?

         19             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Does the City -- where the

         21   proposal to move out of the library into the high school,

         22   does the library -- does the City library not required to be

         23   handicapped -- wheelchair accessible?

         24             MR. AVERSA:  Well, the -- well, new construction
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          1   would be.

          2             MR. AGRE:  Excuse me.  He doesn't know because he

          3   wasn't there.  I'll tell you.

          4             The library is accessible and the polling place is

          5   not.

          6             MR. AVERSA:  But I can tell you the reason the

          7   library is not accessible is, that there are paths leading

          8   up to the library that are sloped.  And the slope of those

          9   paths exceed the maximum slope permitted by the ADA for the

         10   property to be handicapped accessible.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would motion that we take

         12   the matter under advisement.

         13             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

         14             MR. AGRE:  Thank you, Commissioners.  Have a

         15   lovely day.

         16             If I may, I'm leaving.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you for coming.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you for coming, Lou.

         20             MR. AGRE:  Thank you.

         21             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one up is the 8th

         22   Ward; 19th Division.  And that would be moving the polling

         23   place from 20th and Race Streets, Moore College of Art, to

         24   150 North 20th Street, the Atria Senior Home.
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          1             The reason is voter convenience in the division

          2   with an accessible location.

          3             And the request is from Russell Meddin, the

          4   Democratic committee person.

          5             MR. MEDDIN:  Good morning, Commissioners, I'm

          6   Russell Meddin.  I am the committee person from the 19th

          7   Division; 8th Ward.  My co-committee person that is here is

          8   Helen Gym.

          9             And we want to move the polling place from its

         10   present location, which is not inside the division, to a

         11   polling place which is inside the division which is

         12   handicapped accessible, and also is a senior living

         13   facility.

         14             And in a previous change of polling places in our

         15   district we moved a polling place into another senior

         16   facility and the voting there went from 20 percent to over

         17   75 percent.

         18             And we're hoping that by moving our polling place

         19   from Moore College of Art, where it is now, to the senior

         20   living center a half a block away we will increase the

         21   amount of voter turnout.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Is there anyone else here to speak on

         23   the matter opposing the change?

         24                       (Whereupon, there was no
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          1                       response.)

          2             MR. FERRIS:  None here.

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No.

          4             I know the Republican ward leader opposes the

          5   move, but it's moving back inside the division, which is

          6   always a good thing.  It's accessible.

          7             I would vote in favor of moving the polling place.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  There is no opposition?

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Not present.

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Done.

         11             MR. MEDDIN:  Thank you very much.  I really

         12   appreciate it.

         13                       (Whereupon, the Commissioners

         14                       sign documents.)

         15             MR. FERRIS:  Would you like, Russell, if you want

         16   to --

         17             MR. VOIGT:  Would you identify yourself just for

         18   the record since you've arrived.

         19             MS. GYM:  Hello.  I'm Helen Gym, G-Y-M.

         20             MR. VOIGT:  And you are?

         21             MS. GYM:  The Democratic co-committee person.

         22             MR. VOIGT:  And you are also a co-petitioner?

         23             MR. MEDDIN:  No.

         24             She was appointed after this began.
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          1             MR. VOIGT:  Okay.  But you're in favor of this?

          2             MS. GYM:  Yes.

          3             MR. VOIGT:  Okay.

          4             MS. GYM:  It's only a half block away.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  If you would like to get some

          6   relocation signs for polling places you can stop down on the

          7   fifth floor and they will give them to you.

          8             MR. MEDDIN:  Okay.  Thank you.

          9             Oh, and did I mention, that everybody in the 19th

         10   division has already been flyered that this might happen, as

         11   well as the signs being put up by the Commission, every

         12   house has been flyered already.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         14             MR. MEDDIN:  And then they will be flyered again

         15   before the election.

         16             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Thank you.

         18             MR. MEDDIN:  Thank you.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  12th Ward; 4th Division.

         20             MR. VOIGT:  Would you come forward, please.

         21             Identify yourself for the record, please.

         22             MR. CONNELLY:  John Connelly.

         23             MR. VOIGT:  And you are?

         24             MR. CONNELLY:  The 12th ward leader.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The proposal for the 12th

          2   Ward; 4th Division is to move the polling place from 5604

          3   Chew Avenue, the Pathway's Church, to 500 East Chelten

          4   Avenue, the Shrine of the Miraculous Medal.

          5             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          6             The request is from the Department of Justice.

          7             And the ward leader from the 12th Ward, Democratic

          8   Caucus is here to speak on that matter.

          9             MR. CONNELLY:  Good morning.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Good morning.

         11             MR. CONNELLY:  I'm here on behalf of my committee

         12   people that live in the 4th division of the 12th Ward.

         13             For years handicapped people was coming in the

         14   entrance.

         15             I believe the entrance, as we speak, is 34 inches

         16   or 33 inches, I'm not sure exactly.

         17             And if we move this division to where we're going

         18   to move it at 500 East Chelten, that's one of my lowest

         19   turnouts when it comes to my ward voting.

         20             We have a lot of senior citizens that -- that come

         21   to this location.

         22             If we move it I'm afraid that's going to be the

         23   votes that's going to be cut down more so.

         24             And I'm here to ask to see, can we get a reprieve
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          1   on that until we see if we can make the door another inch

          2   or -- or inform the people properly because, sending the

          3   information through the mail, the average person don't read

          4   that junk mail, you know.  They look at the junk mail and

          5   some don't read it.  And some of these senior citizens will

          6   have people that live in their homes sometime to read the

          7   mail.  They barely read the mail to pay the bills with, you

          8   know.

          9             And I'm just here to ask, can we, you know, pass

         10   this until the next time around and give us some adequate

         11   time to -- because it's been open to handicapped all these

         12   years and we have never had a complaint.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  And the reason -- the handicapped

         14   reason for this place that -- why it wasn't accessible is

         15   because the door is 30 inches wide, and the minimum is 32

         16   inches that is required from the Department of Justice.

         17             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

         18             This is not a facility that can be made accessible

         19   for temporary modifications.  It is a physical condition of

         20   the building that is preventing this from being accessible.

         21   Specifically, as Gary just mentioned with the doorway.  And

         22   it's two inches.  It is not an insubstantial amount, it is

         23   two inches.

         24             MR. CONNELLY:  But the wheelchairs, they have been
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          1   getting in there.  They have been getting in there voting

          2   all these years.  And have been there for the last -- past

          3   ten years.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I motion that we take this

          5   under advisement.

          6             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second that.

          7             Two inches modification; can you all change the

          8   modification?  Can that be changed?

          9             MR. AVERSA:  If the doorway can be widened to

         10   32-inch width it would become compliant and there wouldn't

         11   be an issue with the doorway.

         12             My understanding is, that's really the only

         13   impediment to this building being accessible on Election

         14   Day.

         15             MR. CONNELLY:  You know what would be a good idea,

         16   too?

         17             When we start, you know, wanting people to change

         18   the modifications, this and that, you know, we need to put

         19   some money aside to help these people to do that, you know.

         20   Instead of $75 or whatever they get to have the voting place

         21   there, it's not really worth it.

         22             But it's worth it to the community if somebody

         23   sometime can have a place to vote.  We just can't keep

         24   moving, channeling everybody in one spot because we don't
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          1   have any in our division, you know.

          2             We need to come up with some kind of idea when we

          3   say it's two inches.  Throw some money in or whatever to

          4   help these people in our community if we really want them to

          5   vote, you know, and stop leading them out of their community

          6   to vote somewhere else instead of we going by the Federal

          7   Regulation.

          8             The Federal Regulation should put some money up,

          9   too, to make sure that we get the people out to vote instead

         10   of making it inconvenient for them to go 20 miles away.

         11   That don't make sense to me.

         12             We come up with these rules, but nobody come up

         13   with no money to help us.

         14             I'm finished.

         15             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  So, now we're going back to

         18   the beginning.

         19             10;7 has asked for a continuance until next week.

         20             So, I would like to ask the Commissioners to

         21   continue this one until next week.  We'll hear this one next

         22   week?

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  13;10, the proposal is to move
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          1   it from 1601 Belfield Avenue, Hi-Tech Auto, to 1539 West

          2   Courtland Street, the Courtland Culinary Academy.

          3             And the request is from the Department of Justice

          4   for handicapped accessibility.

          5             And I believe there is no opposition at this time;

          6   correct?

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Nothing that we are aware

          8   of.

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  I ask the Commissioners to

         10   vote on that.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  All right.  There is no

         12   opposition.  I would vote to approve.

         13             MR. CHAIRMAN:  All right.  We will approve.

         14             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is for the 13th

         15   Ward; 13th Division, moving the polling place from 1536 West

         16   Wingohocking Street, Touching World Church, to 1539 West

         17   Courtland Street, the Courtland Culinary Academy.

         18             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         19             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         20             And there is no opposition present or heard from

         21   this one.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is 22;14, moving the

          2   polling place from 6415 Musgrave Street (sic), the Cliveden

          3   House, to 6445 Germantown Avenue, the Caring Heart Manor.

          4             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          5             From the Department of Justice.

          6             And there is no opposition from -- I believe both

          7   ward leaders are in favor of this one.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  That's right.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 22nd Ward; 18th

         11   Division, moving the polling place from the Pleasant

         12   Playground at Pleasant and Boyer Street to Germantown and

         13   Sedgwick, the Mount Airy Rec Center.

         14             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         15             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         16             And there is no opposition for this one.

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 22nd Ward; 19th

         19   Division, also moving the polling place from the Pleasant

         20   Rec Center at Pleasant and Boyer Street to the Mount Airy

         21   Rec Center at Germantown and Sedgwick.

         22             The reason is also handicapped accessibility.

         23             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         24             And there is no opposition to this one.
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          1             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

          2             MR. FERRIS:  And, actually, those are the only

          3   ones that were scheduled for the morning session.

          4             So -- because we advertised the other ones for the

          5   1:00 we're going to have to recess until 1:00 on the other

          6   matters.

          7             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

          8                       (Whereupon, a brief recess was

          9                       taken.)

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Good morning, everyone.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  Good morning.

         12             MR. CHAIRMAN:  This is Wednesday, April 3rd, 2013,

         13   it is 11 a.m.  This is the Sunshine Meeting.

         14             Are there any public comments?

         15             MS. MORRILL:  Yes.  I actually have a question.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Sure.

         17             MS. MORRILL:  Molly Morrill from the Committee of

         18   Seventy.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Sure.

         20             MS. MORRILL:  So, according to 2672 of the

         21   Election Code, a student who is 17 years of age and needs

         22   other requirements to serve on the election board as a clerk

         23   or a machine inspector, and Arcadia University has a civics

         24   initiative in the Philadelphia public schools affiliated
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          1   with a number of partners, including the Philadelphia Bar

          2   Association, and the Arcadia program is interested in

          3   starting a pilot program where a cohort of students that met

          4   the requirements of 2672 could get to see voting in action

          5   by working at a polling place as a clerk or machine

          6   inspector.

          7             And the Committee of Seventy would like to propose

          8   a project with the Commissioners to work together to

          9   identify polling places where students could be appointed to

         10   these positions.

         11             So, my question is, would the Commissioners be

         12   willing to appoint a cohort of students that would be of

         13   first class in the student co-worker craft?

         14             MR. VOIGT:  Can you send us a written proposal,

         15   please?

         16             MS. MORRILL:  Sure.

         17             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you.

         18             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Going to move on.

         19             Is there any old business?

         20                       (Whereupon, there was no

         21                       response.)

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  John Day is out sick, Joe

         23   Lynch.

         24             MR. LYNCH:  Yeah.  John Day is still out sick.
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          1             They're still doing the tests on the Matrix board,

          2   the guys at the warehouse.

          3             John's hoping that he can get back sometime next

          4   week.

          5             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

          6             MR. LYNCH:  And that's it for the warehouse.

          7             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Tim Dowling.

          8             MR. DOWLING:  Yeah.  The other day I sent Greg the

          9   first batch of absentee ballots.  It's 65 applications

         10   between being processed.

         11             That's about it.

         12             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Gary Ferris.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         14             We are continuing to work on the polling places

         15   that have refused.  We're looking for backups for those.

         16             As you know we are in the middle of having polling

         17   place change hearings today.

         18             We had some at 9:00.  We'll continue to have those

         19   at 1:00.  Some will be continued until next Wednesday.  And

         20   we'll make announcements at the meeting what polling places

         21   were changed.

         22             Also, I received a final list from the school

         23   district of which schools are going to close in the city in

         24   the fall.  It won't affect this election, but it will affect
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          1   next election.

          2             So, it is 12 schools which affect 24 divisions

          3   throughout the city.  So that's going to keep us busy during

          4   the summer trying to relocate these polling places to sites

          5   that right now probably don't exist.  So it's going to be a

          6   little bit of a hassle because these are divisions that we

          7   moved into these schools because of the handicapped

          8   accessibility and the Department of Justice.  So it's going

          9   to be a challenge to try to find new locations for these

         10   schools.  So that's going to be a project for the summer.

         11             And other than that, we're just going forward with

         12   our regular work.

         13             That's all I have.

         14             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you very much.

         15             Miss Murchison.

         16             MS. MURCHISON:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         17             Last week our attendance was 393 for Holy Cross.

         18   This week we're at Finletter at Front and Godfrey.  And next

         19   week our sessions are at Masterman.

         20             That's all I have.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

         22             MS. MURCHISON:  You're welcome.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Lynch.

         24             MR. LYNCH:  Yes.  Good morning, Commissioners.
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          1             We completed the proofreading of the database for

          2   the voting machine -- the election for this -- for the

          3   ballot for this election.

          4             We haven't assigned any precinct numbers because

          5   there's still some court hearing -- well, we have a court

          6   hearing in Traffic Court laying out there in Commonwealth

          7   Court.  We're waiting for an answer on that.

          8             So, we're, kind of, in limbo for that.

          9             But today we're going to start working on military

         10   write-in ballot for Timmy Dowling so that he can get the

         11   military write ins out.  He can get them out.

         12             We probably won't have that until maybe Friday for

         13   him.

         14             I also sent the database -- we sent a database to

         15   the vendors for the stickers for the sample ballots.  I sent

         16   that to the vendor today.  So I'm sure that's going to be

         17   coming back for proofreading, also.

         18             We proofed it before we sent it to them, but we

         19   want to make sure that when we get it back that it's right.

         20             Also, the envelopes were dropped shipped to

         21   Central Dupe on Monday.

         22             I talked to Bob Jenkins today and he said they

         23   probably won't be able to start them until next week.  But

         24   that's okay because we don't have an absentee ballot yet
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          1   anyway, you know.

          2             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

          3             MR. LYNCH:  We won't have an absentee ballot until

          4   we approve the ballot for this machine -- for the voting

          5   machine.

          6             So -- and I'm hoping that maybe by the middle of

          7   next week we could get that approved, that ballot.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

          9             MR. LYNCH:  All depends on what happens in

         10   Commonwealth Court.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Right.

         12             MR. LYNCH:  And, also, our Watcher Certificates

         13   are supposed to be delivered today.

         14             And, again, like I said, every week if anybody has

         15   any requests that they want to get into us we're accepting

         16   requests for Watcher Certificates.

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Sounds good.

         18             MR. LYNCH:  And that should be it.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you very much.

         20             Mr. Irving, please.

         21             MR. IRVING:  Good morning, Commissioners.

         22             Let me submit to you our weekly report concerning

         23   applications.

         24                       (Whereupon, documents submitted
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          1                       to Commissioners.)

          2             MR. IRVING:  As you can see we processed a total

          3   of 78,013 applications this period, which 66,900 of those

          4   being electronic, 11,056 are paper applications.

          5             We're currently processing apps today.

          6             We have about 300 downstairs that we're working

          7   on.  They should be entered probably by the end of this

          8   meeting.

          9             As Mr. Dowling stated, he started to receive

         10   absentee applications in.  He sent those up to us, we'll

         11   process those.  Get those out in the mail.

         12             I'm also going to be sending down a list of

         13   permanent absentees to Mr. Dowling so that he could mail out

         14   applications to those people to see if they're interested in

         15   voting in this upcoming Primary Election.

         16             The staff is currently working on filing

         17   applications from the 2012 Primary and the 2012 General.

         18             That's just probably about 300,000 pieces of paper

         19   combined, which happen to be placed in the cabinets, and the

         20   old ones are getting ready to be taken out.

         21             So, that's what we're currently working on now.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

         23             MR. IRVING:  And that concludes my report.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  All right.  For the record,
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          1   Commissioner Anthony Clark, Chairman, is present here today.

          2   Commissioner and Vice Chair Al Schmidt is present here

          3   today, and Chief Deputy Dennis Lee, who is sitting in for

          4   Commissioner Stephanie Singer, is here today.

          5             Is there any new business?

          6             Okay.  I'm going to put a motion on the floor that

          7   we hire Mr. Aumed.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I have a couple of items.

         11             The first is, that the City Council budget hearing

         12   is on April 16th, and we submit our testimony on Friday of

         13   this week, I would like to ask the Commissioners to

         14   authorize me to present oral testimony on behalf of our

         15   offices.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Before you make that

         17   testimony, I vote in favor.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

         19             On February 20th, the City Commissioners approved

         20   staff regulations for the department.

         21             The regulations were distributed to the staff on

         22   February 21st.  I propose that we begin to enforce these

         23   regulations on April 15th.

         24             This will give employees over 50 days to
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          1   familiarize themselves with the procedures outlined in the

          2   Staff Regulations.

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

          5             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The last item is, that the

          7   Office of Human Resources has provided the department with a

          8   list of eligible candidates for the Trades Helper positions.

          9             There are five of those that I would like to walk

         10   through one at a time.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Sure.

         12             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  These are people who have

         13   currently served on a probationary basis.  And it's about

         14   moving into a full-time permanent Traders Helper position.

         15             The first is Visconto.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  You make a motion?

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

         18             This is a motion on each of these.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I second the motion.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So, in favor.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The second one is

         23   Marcinkus.

         24             I motion.

FF



                                                                       30

          1             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  How do you vote?

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

          5             The third is Rhonada Jones.

          6             I make a motion that we hire.

          7             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

          8             How do you vote?

          9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

         10             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The third (sic) is

         12   McLaurin.

         13             I make a motion.

         14             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I abstain from the motion.

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The last is Swirsding.

         16             I make a motion.

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second the motion.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I vote in favor.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  That's all I have for new

         21   business.

         22             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  This meeting is -- we're

         23   going to adjourn this meeting to the call of the Chair.

         24             MR. VOIGT:  And we convene the hearings at 1:00
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          1   this afternoon for the balance of the polling places that

          2   were advertised for today.

          3                       (Whereupon, a brief recess was

          4                       taken.)

          5             MR. VOIGT:  If we may, let us begin with the same

          6   way we began this morning, Robert Aversa representing the

          7   Law Department.

          8             MR. AVERSA:  Good afternoon, Commissioners.

          9             I'm here representing the -- actually the City of

         10   Philadelphia from the Law Department.

         11             Several of the relocation requests that are on the

         12   list for this afternoon are in response to a recommendation

         13   we received through a settlement agreement that the City

         14   reached in the matter of Kerrigan versus the City of

         15   Philadelphia.

         16             The issue in that lawsuit concern the handicapped

         17   accessibility of polling places throughout the city.

         18             That lawsuit was resolved, a settlement agreement

         19   was approved by the Court pursuant to that agreement, the

         20   City is required to locate polling places in handicapped

         21   accessible facilities.

         22             Now, the agreement allows us to do that in one of

         23   two ways -- or actually three ways.

         24             One is, the facility is, in fact, fully
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          1   handicapped accessible, in which case there is nothing

          2   further that we need to do.

          3             If the facility is not handicapped accessible and

          4   can be made handicapped accessible through the use of what

          5   we call temporary modifications, such as propping open doors

          6   or putting down ramps to cover steps, we can do that if

          7   that's feasible.

          8             And if not we relocate the polling place to a

          9   facility that is either handicapped accessible or can be

         10   made.  So that addresses several of the relocation requests

         11   on the list this afternoon and for the reason for it.

         12             Is there any questions?

         13             MR. VOIGT:  No.

         14             MR. AVERSA:  Okay.

         15             MR. VOIGT:  Gary.

         16             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first one, 38;18.

         17             MR. VOIGT:  Stand up, please.  Approach the bench.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  The request is to move the polling

         19   place --

         20             MR. VOIGT:  Identify yourself, sir -- go ahead.

         21   I'm sorry.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  The request is to move the polling

         23   place from Vaux and Midvale Avenue, the Falls Presbyterian

         24   Church, to 3120 West School House Lane, Philadelphia
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          1   University's Downs Auditorium.

          2             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          3             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

          4             Since we received that request both ward leaders

          5   have asked that, that division could be moved to the Falls

          6   of Schuylkill Branch Library instead of the Philadelphia

          7   University Downs Auditorium.

          8             So, at the current standing that is the request

          9   that is on the table, would be to move it from the church to

         10   the library.

         11             So, now, do you want to give your testimony and

         12   your name to the stenographer?

         13             MR. VINCENT:  The question -- the process, in

         14   general -- I'm the judge of 38th Ward; 18th Division.

         15             MR. VOIGT:  And your name, sir?

         16             MR. VINCENT:  I accidently found out about this,

         17   this morning.

         18             I was away two weeks, but I did have access to my

         19   E-mail.  I have come home and I check all my mail and I

         20   found nothing about this whatsoever.

         21             My friend, Mary, here, who's at the 11th division

         22   there had an E-mail about a rumor going around.

         23             And when I got back I checked with the Falls

         24   Presbyterian Church to see if they no longer wanted us.

FF



                                                                       34

          1   That was not the case.

          2             They said they put a notice on the church.  And I

          3   went over there this morning and read it and found out about

          4   this meeting.

          5             So, I accidently come to this meeting here.  I'm

          6   sure if we knew about it a number of people from my area

          7   would also come here.

          8             We've been very successful in that location.

          9   We've been there, something, like, 15 years, and we have one

         10   of the highest percentages of voting in Philadelphia.

         11             And -- now, Philadelphia University, which you're

         12   talking about sending us to, is four blocks outside of our

         13   geographic area.  It's up four blocks on Midvale, which goes

         14   on an angle.

         15             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Henry.

         16             MR. VINCENT:  And it certainly would not be a

         17   place accessible easily for people that are older.

         18             And our neighborhood, with the turnaround of many

         19   things in Philadelphia, has lots of young people that have

         20   baby carriages and are going to go up here.

         21             That area of Henry Avenue last year, I believe,

         22   three people have been killed there.  So it is not a very

         23   accessible area for people to come.

         24             So, we're questioning why this need is?
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          1             We've had people in wheelchairs use this.

          2             For the last 15 years no one has ever given --

          3   complained about it.

          4             It's a long ramp, and I don't see where that is a

          5   problem.

          6             So, as far as we're concerned this is wheelchair

          7   accessible, and we don't see any reason why this should be

          8   changed.

          9             And if it is changed I guess the, you know -- the

         10   library, I guess, is a possibility.

         11             But we vehemently oppose the movement of this

         12   because we have been very satisfied with it.  The people

         13   that are handicapped are very satisfied with it.  And it is

         14   totally against what we think should be done.

         15             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you, sir.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The issue with the church,

         17   and I live up the street and I go to that church all the

         18   time --

         19             MR. VINCENT:  Yeah.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- that's where I take my

         21   girls for Brownie meetings.

         22             MR. VINCENT:  Okay.  Right.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I know the ramp very well.

         24             MR. VINCENT:  Right.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The issue is, that at some

          2   point in the ramp it's steeper; is that correct, Mr. Ferris?

          3             MR. FERRIS:  Correct.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It's steeper than is

          5   allowable under the City's agreement with the Department of

          6   Justice for wheelchair accessibility.

          7             So --

          8             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  To have address that issue,

          9   the slope of the ramp is 13.9 percent.

         10             MR. VINCENT:  Okay.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  What is allowable by the Department

         12   of Justice guidelines is 8 percent.

         13             Also, because your ramp is more than 30 feet long

         14   there has to be a mid-level flat landing as you go half the

         15   ramp.  And that is missing, also.

         16             So those are the two major problems with the ramp

         17   itself.

         18             The sidewalk issue, where the sidewalks are on a

         19   slant aren't a major issue.  And that could probably be

         20   something we overlook.

         21             But, unfortunately, you know, the ramp is the

         22   major issue for that.

         23             And that is why the ward leaders also agree with

         24   you about going to Philadelphia University being too far and
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          1   why they asked us to look at the library to see if there was

          2   room in the library for a third division.  Which there is.

          3             MR. VINCENT:  Okay.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  So, if the Commission does approve

          5   this move it would be moved to the library.

          6             MR. VINCENT:  Again, I still, you know -- you're

          7   talking about technicalities here.  They seem to me not

          8   major, but minor technicalities because no one has ever

          9   complained about it 15 years that we have been there.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Right.

         11             MR. VINCENT:  And, you know, there is easy parking

         12   there.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Right.

         14             MR. VINCENT:  The library area is a little bit

         15   less well done than the one at the Philadelphia University,

         16   as Mary will point out in the handout that she has, is

         17   really detrimental to the whole process.

         18             MR. VOIGT:  Sir, would you mind stating your name

         19   for the record?

         20             MR. VINCENT:  Yeah.  My name is Fred Vincent,

         21   F-R-E-D V-I-N-C-E-N-T.

         22             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Mr. Aversa, would you

         24   mind --
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          1             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

          2             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- speaking to the issue of

          3   what the witness here described as the technicalities of all

          4   this?

          5             MR. AVERSA:  We appreciate all of your -- we

          6   really appreciate all of your concerns.

          7             However, we're operating under Federal Law here

          8   which requires us, as I said in my opening statement, to

          9   locate polling places in handicapped accessible facilities.

         10   And that term is defined by Federal Law.

         11             The problem with the church location, as

         12   Commissioner Schmidt indicated, is, that the sidewalk and

         13   ramp exceeds the minimal -- maximum slope requirements that

         14   are permitted by the Americans With Disabilities Act.

         15             So, that's what's dictating a change here, simply

         16   the fact that the incline is too great.

         17             Now, these may seem like technical requirements,

         18   and they are technical requirements, however, we've agreed

         19   to them and we're bound by them.

         20             The fact that you may not have a handicapped voter

         21   who would be affected by it at that location, unfortunately,

         22   has no bearing on the decision that we have to make here in

         23   terms of these recommendations.

         24             As I said, this is governed by the Americans With
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          1   Disabilities Act.  And these requirements are in place and

          2   we are obligated pursuant to a Federal Court Order to abide

          3   by them.

          4             MR. VINCENT:  I understand that, but I still think

          5   it's -- in terms of the spirit of the law itself, it does --

          6   it's accessible and people are very happy with it and no one

          7   has ever complained about it in 15 years.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And, sir, it is not --

          9             MR. VINCENT:  But I think it is over --

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It is also not an issue of

         11   this polling place or this Order being singled out.  It's

         12   since this settlement agreement in 2008.

         13             From 2009 on the Department has moved around 100

         14   polling places every election.

         15             So, a hundred in the primary and a hundred in the

         16   general in the past four years working through the City's

         17   polling places to move them all to handicapped accessible

         18   places.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The library is -- it is a

         21   pretty good alternative.

         22             MR. VINCENT:  Yeah.  I'm familiar with the

         23   library.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It is accessible.
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          1             MR. VINCENT:  It is still down a hill that people

          2   have to take their wheelchair or baby carriages to get to

          3   that place, too.

          4             Maybe that is not in the law, I'm sure, but --

          5             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  It is not.

          6             MR. VINCENT:  -- that is something that should be

          7   considered.

          8             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

          9             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you, sir.

         10             MR. VINCENT:  Thank you.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Well presented.

         12             MR. VINCENT:  Thank you.

         13             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I make a motion that we

         14   take this under advisement.

         15             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I agree.

         16             MR. VOIGT:  Madame, did you want to be heard?

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  She is in the next

         18   division.

         19             MR. VINCENT:  Yeah.

         20             MR. VOIGT:  Did she want to be heard?

         21             Your name?

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  She is in the next

         23   division.

         24             MR. VOIGT:  Okay.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  So 38;18 will be taken under

          2   advisement for now?

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next request is for the

          6   38th Ward; 11th Division, moving the polling place from the

          7   Memorial Church of the Good Shepard, to 3121 School House

          8   Lane, the Philadelphia University Downs Auditorium.

          9             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         10             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         11             All those that would like to speak please come

         12   forward and say your name.

         13             MR. VOIGT:  Say your name for the record, please.

         14             MS. FLOURNOY:  Okay.  Mary Flournoy.

         15             I actually have copies here.

         16                       (Whereupon, a document was

         17                       presented to the Commissioners.)

         18             MS. FLOURNOY:  I'm Mary Flournoy, and I have

         19   served as the majority inspector at 38;11 for several years.

         20   I will be replacing Phil Steinberg as the judge of elections

         21   if I'm elected.  Phil is moving out of the division.  And

         22   Phil is here with me today.

         23             We are pleased that the Board of Elections has

         24   found a site that will be accessible to our voters who use
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          1   walkers, canes, a scooter and a wheelchair.  Somehow they

          2   have managed.

          3             Our site has one entrance that only has a few

          4   steps.

          5             However, we have three main concerns about the

          6   proposed site.

          7             One, ensuring that the exact location of Downs

          8   Hall is listed on the list of polling places; two, having

          9   special Election Day signage for the election to help voters

         10   find the building; and, three, parking, especially for the

         11   November Election.

         12             Now, I will tell the story of how I happened to

         13   find out about this change.

         14             Last Monday, the day that it snowed, I went to

         15   take the bus at Henry and Coulter, and on the sidewalk there

         16   was this big sheet of paper that was almost completely wet,

         17   and I saw 38;11.  So I picked it up and have carried it with

         18   me ever since.  And I found out -- I had to come home, go on

         19   the Web site to find out where Downs Hall is on the

         20   university.

         21             It's not located at 4201 Henry Avenue, which was

         22   the address that was given on the sign about this hearing.

         23   That's the main address for the university.

         24             Downs Hall is located one and a half blocks from

FF



                                                                       43

          1   the intersection of Henry and School House Lane.  And the

          2   entrance is on School House Lane.

          3             Any publicity about the new polling place should

          4   state the address as Downs Hall, Philadelphia University,

          5   3000 block of School House Lane.

          6             We will work with our Democratic and Republican

          7   committee people to see that our voters not only get this

          8   new address, but also a little map showing exactly which

          9   entrance to use and the fact that there is a pedestrian

         10   crosswalk with wheelchair crossing signs near that entrance

         11   to the university.

         12             School House Lane is a very busy and dangerous

         13   street.

         14             Two people have been killed within two blocks of

         15   our voting place and accidents on School House Lane in the

         16   last ten months.

         17             We feel that to avoid confusion from voters who

         18   are walking or driving, there should be large signs posted

         19   on the School House Lane side.  They could be generic signs

         20   like, "Polling Place," or, "Vote Here."  And they might be

         21   useful at other sites as well.

         22             Now, our main concern was parking.

         23             Since the primary will be held after the

         24   University's graduation, we do not feel that parking will be
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          1   an issue in May.

          2             However, all of us on the election board are

          3   concerned about the availability for parking for the

          4   November Election.

          5             I was there one day last week to check out Downs

          6   Hall.  Found only one spot in approximately three parking

          7   lots.  And most of these are for faculty and staff.

          8             The next day Phil drove at noon and he was not

          9   able to find any parking space at all.  Parking is not

         10   available on nearby streets, either.

         11             Now, in May we will be monitoring the situation

         12   about parking and how our voters are finding it.  But we

         13   request that the Staff at the Election Board work to

         14   alleviate the parking problem in the November either by,

         15   one, asking the University to reserve some parking places

         16   for our voters; or, two, selecting another accessible site.

         17             I know of several possible sites that are close

         18   by, and I would be happy to work with Mr. Ferris of your

         19   staff to see if one of those could be used in November.

         20             Thank you for your consideration.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Ma'am, as you know, this is

         23   my polling place.

         24             MS. FLOURNOY:  Yes.  Yes.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So I get to see you every

          2   Election Day.

          3             MS. FLOURNOY:  Yes.

          4             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  So I'm sorry to see it

          5   moved.

          6             Mr. Ferris and I talked about how it's identified.

          7             MS. FLOURNOY:  Right.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  This location is literally

          9   one half block away from where I live, and I didn't know

         10   what that was --

         11             MS. FLOURNOY:  Right.

         12             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- on Henry Avenue.

         13             MS. FLOURNOY:  Right.

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Because this is the gym and

         15   then a dormitory and then another academic building.  But

         16   it's really School House Lane --

         17             MS. FLOURNOY:  School House Lane, right.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- location.

         19             In the City system it's a Henry Avenue location.

         20             MS. FLOURNOY:  Right.

         21             I certainly understand.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  But I didn't know where it

         23   was, and it was a half block away.

         24             MS. FLOURNOY:  Right.  Um-hum.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The parking issue is a

          2   pretty important one because, you can't park on Henry and

          3   you can't park on School House and you can't park on campus.

          4             MS. FLOURNOY:  And you can't park on Netherfield,

          5   either, across the street.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And you can't park on

          7   Netherfield.

          8             MS. FLOURNOY:  Right across from it.

          9             MR. FERRIS:  We can address that issue with the

         10   school.  That's no problem.

         11             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

         12             MS. FLOURNOY:  Okay.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  And we have changed the address since

         14   the signs went up to 3120 West School House Lane.

         15             MS. FLOURNOY:  3120, good.  Okay.

         16             MR. FERRIS:  So people know exactly where that's

         17   at.

         18             MS. FLOURNOY:  Okay.  Okay.  That will certainly

         19   help.

         20             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And the problem with the

         21   previous location is, that the entranceway had --

         22             MS. FLOURNOY:  Yes.

         23             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- I think, three or four

         24   stairs going up.

FF



                                                                       47

          1             MS. FLOURNOY:  Yes.  Yes.

          2             And if you went over it those steps were --

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yeah.

          4             MS. FLOURNOY:  -- dangerous.  And at night, too,

          5   if it wasn't well lit.

          6             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Yes.

          7             I motion that we take it under advisement and

          8   speak to the University about parking availability issue.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

         10             MS. FLOURNOY:  Thank you.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  And we have spoken -- my person was

         12   out there with the university people --

         13             MS. FLOURNOY:  Okay.

         14             MR. FERRIS:  -- looking for the best location

         15   around.

         16             Now, if you have another idea, because they have

         17   checked, like, five different buildings out there --

         18             MS. FLOURNOY:  Okay.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  -- and the president, or whoever

         20   dealt with him, felt that this was the best location --

         21             MS. FLOURNOY:  Okay.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  -- for the people in that

         23   neighborhood to walk to and get to from that parking lot.

         24             MS. FLOURNOY:  Could you write your E-mail address
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          1   down, and I will be in touch with you?

          2             MR. FERRIS:  Sure.  Okay.

          3             MR. VOIGT:  Phil, do you have anything that you

          4   would like to add?

          5             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  You're not moving too far

          6   away; are you?

          7             MR. STEINBERG:  Not too far, no.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

          9             MR. STEINBERG:  Commissioner Schmidt is a

         10   neighbor, he backs up to me.

         11             MR. VOIGT:  Identify yourself for the record.

         12             MR. STEINBERG:  My name is Phil Steinberg, and

         13   I've been the judge of election at 38;11 for the last eight

         14   years.  But I'm not running in the primary, and Mary will be

         15   my successor.

         16             So, we have had a very successful voting record in

         17   our division.  And I think that Commissioner Schmidt knows,

         18   that we frequently have 80 percent turnout.

         19             Now, we won't in this primary, but in the General

         20   Elections we get a very high turnout.  And I've been

         21   concerned that people drive in, they can't get a parking

         22   place and they're going to drive back out again, they're

         23   going to go to work and then they will forget about it.

         24             And walking from some areas of our division is --
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          1   it's a pretty good walk.  People that live over on Queen

          2   Lane might not take the time to walk over to Downs Hall.

          3             So, the solution that I suggested to Mary, and I

          4   think that she put in her material, would be if the

          5   University, on the Election Day, would be willing to rope

          6   off an area right near the entrance, it's very -- the

          7   parking places -- I was over there yesterday to see what the

          8   situation was, and there are parking places very close to

          9   the entrance to Downs Hall.  But, of course, they're filled.

         10             Now, they do have disabled spots that were not

         11   occupied when I was there.  But, of course, those are only

         12   available for people with a disabled sticker.

         13             But I don't think that it would be a terrible

         14   inconvenience for the University to rope off, say, eight

         15   spaces, which would probably be adequate on the Election

         16   Day.

         17             Now, I think the 21st of May, when school is out,

         18   the parking will not be as serious.

         19             Of course, if you're going to put another division

         20   there, you're going to get a lot of people driving,

         21   particularly from Fred's division.  It would be a reasonably

         22   long walk.  And a lot of these people, as Fred said, are

         23   older people who are not going to want to walk up a steep

         24   hill to get there.
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          1             So, I think that the parking has to be resolved.

          2             I don't know that we have another alternative.

          3             We understand about the ramp at our church.  The

          4   minister brought out their ramp and laid it down and then, I

          5   mean, you could see that it is more than an eight percent

          6   grade.

          7             MR. FERRIS:  Right.

          8             MR. STEINBERG:  Although they use it in their

          9   church, I don't think that it would comply with the federal

         10   requirement.  And I don't know that they can make it comply,

         11   either.

         12             So, if you do move it to this Downs Hall, that

         13   would be my concern about the parking.

         14             The other alternative that we had talked about

         15   earlier was on the Penn Charter Campus.  They have a new

         16   performing arts center.

         17             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Up by the playground.

         18             MR. STEINBERG:  And there is parking right in

         19   front of that.

         20             And I'm sure that would be disability accessible

         21   because it's virtually a new building.

         22             But maybe Penn Charter wouldn't want people voting

         23   there during the school year.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  We actually did ask them and they
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          1   said no.

          2             MR. STEINBERG:  Okay.  That's what -- I figured

          3   that.

          4             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  We tried everything on that

          5   street, everything in the entire area.

          6             MR. STEINBERG:  Yeah.

          7             MR. FERRIS:  The only one that was cooperative has

          8   been Philadelphia University so far --

          9             MR. STEINBERG:  Okay.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  -- fortunately.

         11             But if you know of anything else or can convince

         12   somebody else, feel free to, you know, give us a call and

         13   let us know.

         14             MS. FLOURNOY:  The other building that I thought

         15   of at the university was the Tuttleman Center, which is on

         16   the other side.

         17             MR. VINCENT:  Can I ask a question?

         18             MR. VOIGT:  Come on up.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Well, that is up to the

         20   president.

         21             MR. VINCENT:  We talked about the library, isn't

         22   there someone there?

         23             MR. FERRIS:  There is two divisions in there.

         24   There's plenty of room downstairs.
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          1             MR. VINCENT:  Or four?

          2             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  There is actually room for

          3   four divisions in there.

          4             MR. VINCENT:  And, also, in terms of our

          5   contacting the Election Commission being informed about what

          6   is happening, who is our contact person?

          7             Are you the contact person?

          8             MR. FERRIS:  As far as -- well, the ward leaders

          9   were notified by mail.  Actually, they were hand-delivered a

         10   letter about two weeks ago letting them know this was going

         11   to happen, and we also posted signs throughout the

         12   neighborhood at the old location and the new location and

         13   here at --

         14             MR. VINCENT:  Well, we are the judges and we never

         15   got notified.

         16             I mean --

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Well, the ward leaders usually notify

         18   the committee people, and the committee people check with

         19   the boards.

         20             But if you ever have any question about a polling

         21   place you can contact me anytime, or anyone on the

         22   Commission, and they will refer it to me.

         23             MR. VINCENT:  Okay.  Do we have their number?

         24             MS. FLOURNOY:  I have his phone number and his
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          1   address.

          2             MR. STEINBERG:  Mary, the library would probably

          3   be a reasonable alternative, or would it not be as good?

          4             MS. FLOURNOY:  I almost think Downs Hall might be

          5   better.

          6             MR. STEINBERG:  Because it is closer.

          7             MR. VOIGT:  Okay.  Thank you very much.

          8             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Thank you for coming.

          9             MS. FLOURNOY:  Thank you.

         10             MR. VINCENT:  Thank you.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  So, that's under advisement.

         13             Okay.  The next one is the 59th Ward; 3rd

         14   Division.  And the request is to move the polling place from

         15   the Chestnut Hill Church of God at 1159 East Chelten Avenue

         16   to the Lonnie Young Rec Center at Chelten Avenue and

         17   Ardleigh Street.

         18             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

         19             And the request is from the Department of Justice.

         20             MS. SMITH:  My name is Joyce Smith.  I am the

         21   committee person on the 59;3.

         22             And I didn't know it until Saturday, I think,

         23   which is very wrong, being that I am the committee person,

         24   that I am the person that goes around to see everybody to
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          1   see what's going on.

          2             But I saw my ward leader last night, she said that

          3   she was going to call down here this morning, Donna Miller.

          4             She said that she tried to call me.  But to me if

          5   you tried to call me you would have left me a message on my

          6   phone.

          7             So, I feel that it was very disrespectful for her

          8   to a committee person.  Not blaming you, but if you send it

          9   to the ward leader I still think that I should have known if

         10   I am the committee person.

         11             And since I know that people do not want to be

         12   moved in our area, we do have a wheelchair accessory and

         13   they don't want to be moved.

         14             I got petitions.  The people, from this little

         15   time that I had, I got petitions.

         16             They -- I talked to the people in the

         17   neighborhoods, they don't want to be moved.

         18             So, I didn't know even the situation, you know,

         19   what to tell them, why they want to move it or anything

         20   because we don't know that.

         21             But we do have wheelchair accessible.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Well, this is moving out of

         23   Bishop Goin's church; right?

         24             MS. SMITH:  Yes.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  The Pentecostal Church.

          2             MS. SMITH:  Yes.

          3             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  There are three problems

          4   there.

          5             The first one is, the first two ramps, the slopes

          6   are supposed to be eight percent, okay.  Your first ramp is

          7   12.6 percent, and the entire ramp is 27.5 percent.

          8             MS. SMITH:  What do you mean the first ramp; the

          9   one outside?

         10             MR. FERRIS:  The one -- yes.

         11             I have pictures.  I'll show you the pictures that

         12   go with it.  And then the third ramp is 19.3 percent.

         13             So, if you want to look at these pictures here

         14   (indicating).

         15                       (Whereupon, reviewing pictures.)

         16             MR. FERRIS:  This is the first ramp up to the

         17   accessible entrance, all right.  And that is too steep.

         18             That should be eight percent, okay.  And this is

         19   the thing that tells you (indicating).

         20             Now, this is the interior ramp that they're

         21   talking about.

         22             See that steep ramp, that's what you're talking

         23   about, how you get the wheelchairs in there.

         24             MS. SMITH:  No.  That is not it.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  You have another ramp you put over

          2   top of that?

          3             MS. SMITH:  No.

          4             We got a ramp on the side.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  The side of what; the church?

          6             MS. SMITH:  Yes.

          7             You just --

          8             MR. FERRIS:  Well, this is the entrance

          9   (indicating).

         10             MS. SMITH:  That's -- that's not our ramp.

         11             MR. FERRIS:  There is a side entrance on what

         12   street?

         13             MS. SMITH:  On Chelten.  It's a new ramp that's

         14   been built there.

         15             MR. FERRIS:  When did they build the ramp?

         16             MS. SMITH:  About -- maybe -- about -- maybe five

         17   years ago.  It's been there.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Well, they were there in '09,

         19   okay.

         20             Well, if you want to make arrangements I'll send

         21   somebody out to -- is somebody there?

         22             Do you have pictures of the side ramp there?

         23             MR. AVERSA:  It says we went out on January 28,

         24   2012.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  Yeah.  We were just there, that's why

          2   I was wondering -- but I don't have pictures of the side

          3   ramp.

          4             MR. AVERSA:  The side ramp, no.

          5             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Do you know where the main

          6   entrance is on the corner there --

          7             MS. SMITH:  It is not to the main entrance.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  -- is it to the left?

          9             MS. SMITH:  Yes.  Yes.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

         11             MS. SMITH:  Yes.  That's where it goes around here

         12   and then comes around.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Is someone there tomorrow?

         14             MS. SMITH:  The -- Bishop Goin should be there.

         15   Most of the time he is there at the church.

         16             But I do still have these petitions.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Well, you can turn the

         18   petitions in to the Commission, but we still need to go look

         19   at that ramp so that they can make their decision off of

         20   that because that is the main, you know -- the main --

         21             MS. SMITH:  Yeah.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  -- problem with it, is they have to

         23   go by what, you know -- whether it is handicapped accessible

         24   or not.
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          1             But I can send somebody out tomorrow to check out

          2   the ramp, what you're talking about, so they can have clear

          3   pictures of that side entrance.

          4             MS. SMITH:  Yeah.  I know what you're talking

          5   about.

          6             No.  That wouldn't be a good thing for the people

          7   going.

          8             I know that where you're talking, the people come

          9   up --

         10             MR. FERRIS:  Right.  Right.

         11             MS. SMITH:  Okay.  But that's not it.  We have a

         12   regular ramp.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I motion that we take it

         15   under advisement.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  And you --

         18             MS. SMITH:  I wanted to know if something happened

         19   like this again, why -- is there any way that you can notify

         20   the committee person along with the ward leaders?

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Gary.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Well, we don't usually.  It's not

         23   policy, so...

         24             MS. SMITH:  Yeah.  They are not telling.
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          1             MR. FERRIS:  And she's known, Donna Reed Miller

          2   has known for awhile, because I've been talking to her.

          3             MS. SMITH:  Oh, I've known her for awhile, too.

          4   I've known her since --

          5             MR. FERRIS:  No.  No.  I'm talking about, she's

          6   known about this.

          7             MS. SMITH:  So, she's -- if she knows about it she

          8   didn't tell us about it.

          9             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         10             MS. SMITH:  That's what I'm saying.

         11             And, you know, I am the one in the community.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         13             MS. SMITH:  I am the one seen in the community.

         14             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  Can you get me into the

         15   church tomorrow?

         16             MS. SMITH:  Well, our bishop should be there

         17   tomorrow.  I'm not going to be there tomorrow.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.

         19             MS. SMITH:  But the bishop --

         20             MR. FERRIS:  Because I would have you meet my

         21   people there and have my person show you exactly what is

         22   wrong with the church.

         23             MS. SMITH:  Well, I'll tell him.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I have the bishop's cell
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          1   phone number.

          2             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  All right.  So we'll make

          3   arrangements to get in tomorrow or Friday and get pictures.

          4                       (Whereupon, documents submitted

          5                       to Commissioners.)

          6             MS. SMITH:  And what about --

          7             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MOSS:  For the record, I just

          8   want to let you know, Miss Smith, that Donna Reed Miller did

          9   let us know this morning --

         10             MS. SMITH:  Oh, she did call you?

         11             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MOSS:  -- that you were coming

         12   today; okay?

         13             MS. SMITH:  Okay.

         14             DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MOSS:  I just wanted to make

         15   you aware of that; okay?

         16             MS. SMITH:  Okay.

         17             MR. LEE:  And thank you for letting us know about

         18   the side.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  Is your phone number next to your

         20   name?

         21             MS. SMITH:  No.  I can put it.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  Put your phone number down and

         23   I will call you and let you know what we find.

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
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          1             MS. SMITH:  And, also, where you wanted to move it

          2   at is the 12th Ward.

          3             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Bob Aversa.

          4             MS. SMITH:  It is the 12th Ward where you all were

          5   trying to move it to.

          6             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

          7             MS. SMITH:  It is the 12th Ward.  It's not even in

          8   our ward.

          9             MR. AVERSA:  Well, pursuant to our agreement, we

         10   agreed that we would relocate polling places within the

         11   division if there is an accessible location.

         12             But we would relocate the adjacent division if we

         13   needed to.

         14             Is this an adjacent division?

         15             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  It is right across the street.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  It is.

         17             MR. AVERSA:  Okay.  So it is consistent with our

         18   agreement with the Department of Justice.

         19             MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Did you all try to find another

         20   place in the 59th Ward?

         21             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.  We have.

         22             But if you know of another place --

         23             MS. SMITH:  No.  I'm just asking those questions.

         24             MR. AVERSA:  That's our preference.
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          1             I mean, when we go out and survey and canvas for

          2   the locations, the preference is always to remain in the

          3   division.

          4             MS. SMITH:  Okay.

          5             MR. AVERSA:  And within the ward.

          6             If we're unsuccessful in doing that, then we go to

          7   an adjacent division, even if it might be in a different

          8   ward.

          9             MS. SMITH:  Okay.  I just wanted to know.

         10             MR. AVERSA:  Yes.

         11             MS. SMITH:  Because I know before when we got --

         12   came from Cain School to the church, that was probably not

         13   in our -- yeah.  We were in our ward.

         14             MR. FERRIS:  Right.

         15             MS. SMITH:  But they changed it back to the church

         16   from Cain School.

         17             MR. AVERSA:  We try to focus on distance more so

         18   if necessary than actually ward or division identification.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  I'll reach out to you by

         20   Friday and let you know what's going on; okay?

         21             MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Thank you.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  Thank you for coming.

         23             Is there anybody else here for any polling place

         24   changes?
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          1                       (Whereupon, there was no

          2                       response.)

          3             MR. FERRIS:  No.  Okay.

          4             MR. VOIGT:  Thank you for coming.

          5             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  So, we're going to go back to

          6   31 right now; okay?

          7             31;10, the request is to move the polling place

          8   from Trenton and Huntingdon, the Black, Coyle and McBride

          9   Rec Center, to 2139 East Cumberland Street, Saint Michael's

         10   Lutheran Church.

         11             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         12             From the Department of Justice.

         13             And there is no opposition.

         14             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No opposition.

         15             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         16                       (Whereupon, the Commissioners

         17                       sign documents.)

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next polling place change

         19   is for 41;11.

         20             And that's to move the polling place from 6742,

         21   Torresdale Avenue, the Tacony Library, into the firehouse at

         22   Keystone and Magee.

         23             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         24             From the Department of Justice.
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          1             And there is no opposition to this one.

          2             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

          3             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 41st Ward; 14th

          4   Division, moving the polling place from the Dorsey Rec

          5   Center at Hellerman and Edmund, to the firehouse at Keystone

          6   and Magee.

          7             And the reason is handicapped accessibility.

          8             From the Department of Justice.

          9             And there is no opposition to this one.

         10             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No opposition.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 43rd Ward; 10th

         13   Division, moving the polling place from the Education Works

         14   at 3149 Germantown Avenue to the Distance Learning Center at

         15   1324 West Clearfield Street.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  No opposition.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  The reason is handicapped

         18   accessibility.

         19             From the Department of Justice.

         20             And there is no opposition to this one.

         21             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         22             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 43rd Ward; 19th

         23   Division, moving the polling place from the Eighth Street

         24   Community Church at 3760 North 8th Street, to the Lenfest
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          1   Center at 10th and Pike Streets.

          2             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

          3             From the Department of Justice.

          4             And there is no opposition to this one.

          5             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

          6             MR. FERRIS:  For the next four polling place

          7   changes, which are 50;13, 50;18, 50;22 and 50;25, Councilman

          8   (sic) Tasco has asked for a continuance for a week.

          9             They have some alternate locations that they would

         10   like us to check out.  So we would like to hold these over

         11   until next week.

         12             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Absolutely.

         13             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The next one is 53;5, moving

         14   the polling place from the Carnell Middle Years Academy at

         15   901 Devereaux to Summerdale and Devereaux, the Carnell

         16   Little Schoolhouse.

         17             The reason is handicapped accessibility.

         18             The request is from the Department of Justice.

         19             And there is no opposition to this one.

         20             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         21             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is the 53rd Ward; 17th

         22   Division.

         23             The request was to move it from the Wilson School,

         24   at Loretto and Cottman, to Northeast High School at 1601
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          1   Cottman.

          2             However, the ward leader has asked us to move it

          3   to 7048 Caster Avenue, which is an alternate location, which

          4   is the Tree of Life Clinic.

          5             And both ward leaders agree on this, so we would

          6   ask you to deny the original petition and accept the

          7   alternate location there at the bottom, 7048 Caster Avenue.

          8             And that site is fully handicapped accessible.

          9             MR. AVERSA:  Thank you.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  The next one is 53;18.

         11             And that request is also to move the polling place

         12   out of the Wilson Middle School at Loretto and Cottman to

         13   Northeast High School at 1601 Cottman.

         14             And there is no opposition from either ward leader

         15   on this one.

         16             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Approved.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  On your list we're pulling 56;7,

         18   we're not having that this election because the church

         19   cannot accept us.  So this will be held next election.

         20             57;07, the ward leader has asked for a continuance

         21   for a week.  They have an alternate site that they want us

         22   to check out.

         23             Is that okay to move it until next week?

         24             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
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          1             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Is that Pat Parkinson?

          2             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.

          3             59;19, the ward leader has also asked us for a

          4   week.

          5             She has a church she would like us to look at

          6   instead of the suggested location on here.

          7             So, I would ask you to postpone this one for

          8   another week.

          9             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Postponed.

         10             MR. FERRIS:  And then 62;01, the request was to

         11   move the polling place from Torresdale and Wakeling, the

         12   Harding School, to Ditman and Margaret Streets, the Gambrel

         13   Rec Center.

         14             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

         15             From the Department of Justice.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I motion that we take it

         17   under advisement.

         18             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I second.

         19             MR. FERRIS:  And that concludes everything that

         20   was on the list.

         21             Okay.  We're going to go back to the three from

         22   this morning.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  The first one is the 12th
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          1   Ward; 4th Division, moving the polling place from 5604 Chew

          2   Avenue, the Pathway Church, to 500 East Chelten Avenue, the

          3   Shrine of the Miraculous Medal.

          4             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

          5             From the Department of Justice.

          6             This was taken under advisement from this

          7   morning's hearing, and the Commissioners would like to vote

          8   on this now.

          9             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor because it

         10   can't be modified.

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  So 12;4 is approved.

         13             Okay.  The next one is the 21st Ward; 23rd

         14   Division, moving the polling place from 2967 West School

         15   House Lane, Alden Park Manor, to 3120 West School House

         16   Lane, the Philadelphia University Downs Auditorium.

         17             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

         18             From the Department of Justice.

         19             This was carried over from this morning under

         20   advisement, and the Commissioners would like to vote on this

         21   now.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I would vote in favor.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  I approve.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  21;23 is approved.
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          1             And the next one is 21;28, moving the polling

          2   place from 6247 Ridge Avenue, the Roxborough Library, to

          3   6400 Ridge Avenue, the Roxborough High School.

          4             The reason was handicapped accessibility.

          5             From the Department of Justice.

          6             This was under advisement from this morning, and

          7   the Commissioners will vote on this now.

          8             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And that's because the

          9   exterior is handicapped accessible, but the interior to get

         10   to the location --

         11             MR. FERRIS:  Well, actually the exterior -- the

         12   front sidewalk is all -- not accessible.  But if you come in

         13   from the side there is a handicapped entrance if somebody

         14   comes in a wheelchair.  But when you get there, there is

         15   nowhere to vote.

         16             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Okay.

         17             MR. FERRIS:  So, it's just for someone who is

         18   coming to check out books in the library.  There is no room

         19   upstairs in that.

         20             The only place to vote in the library is the

         21   basement, and that's the inaccessible path to the basement.

         22             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor.

         23             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approve.

         24             MR. FERRIS:  So, 21;28 is now approved.
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          1             And everything else is held under advisement until

          2   next week.

          3             MR. VOIGT:  Now, how many do we have for next

          4   week; and what time?

          5             MR. FERRIS:  Well, I don't have anything set up

          6   for next week other than these.

          7             MR. VOIGT:  And what time will they be held?

          8             MR. FERRIS:  I would say 11:00, at the 11:00

          9   meeting.

         10             MR. VOIGT:  No.  You want to hold them --

         11             MR. CHAIRMAN:  After.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  All right.  So, for 38;11, we want to

         13   move the polling place -- or the request is to move the

         14   polling place from 3820 The Oak Road, Memorial Church of the

         15   Good Shepard, to 3120 West School House Lane, Philadelphia

         16   University Downs Auditorium.

         17             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Approved.

         18             MR. FERRIS:  Okay.  And the next one is the 38th

         19   Ward; 18th Division, moving the polling place from Vaux and

         20   Midvale, the Falls Presbyterian Church, to the Falls of

         21   Schuylkill Library, which is located at 3501 Midvale Avenue.

         22             So I would ask you to deny the original petition

         23   and accept the alternate location there at the bottom.

         24             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  I vote in favor of denying
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          1   it.

          2             MR. CHAIRMAN:  Denied.

          3             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  And then approving the

          4   alternate location.

          5             MR. AVERSA:  Gary --

          6             MR. FERRIS:  Yes.

          7             MR. AVERSA:  -- the alternate location is

          8   handicapped accessible?

          9             MR. FERRIS:  The alternate location is fully

         10   handicapped accessible.

         11             MR. AVERSA:  Thank you.

         12             MR. FERRIS:  As two divisions vote in there

         13   currently, yes.

         14             Now, the ones that are left, you have 10;7, the 4

         15   in the 50th, 1 in the 57th, 1 in the 59th -- and 2 in the

         16   59th and 1 in 62, Wednesday at 11; okay?

         17             MR. VOIGT:  Wednesday at 11.

         18             COMMISSIONER SCHMIDT:  Thank you.

         19             MR. CHAIRMAN:  This hearing is adjourned to the

         20   call of the Chair.

         21                       (Whereupon, the proceeding was

         22                       adjourned at approximately 1:45

         23                       p.m.)

         24   
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